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Clockwise: In Marakele Edu Centre – At 

the camp fire – Field Band Trophies –  

Toddler’s fashion show  

Middle: Klipspringer in Marakele as 

photographed by one of the children. 

School Holidays 
School holidays! These two words are like sweet 

music in the ears of every pupil. So it was in my long 

bygone school days, so it will be today. THABANG’s kids 

are no exception. How did they spend their schools’ 

spring break during the first October week?  

The bulk of them enjoyed two days in Marakele 

National Park. The outing (courtesy of SAN Parks 

Marakele) included a guided game drive, playful 

lectures on nature and its preservation as well as a 

braai in the evening.  

Three girls and three boys from THABANG participated 

in the national Field Band competition (see THABANG 

News No. 5/2011) in Johannesburg. The Thabazimbi 

“Anglo American Band”, which they are part of, won 

three silver trophies in the categories: Overall, 

Percussion (Marimbas & Steel drums) and Marching. 

Taking into account that the Thabazimbi band is the 

youngest one and still lacks the experience of the 

older formations this is a fantastic achievement!   

In the meantime the toddlers were looked after by 

the carers at the THABANG Centre. They also had their 

days off from pre-school. The little ones enjoyed 

playing every day and were taken out to town with 

the THABANG bus to have a meal at KFC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Calendar 2012 

  

Fresh from the printing 

press: The THABANG 

Calendar for 2012. It 

stands on your desk for a 

whole year and keeps you 

in tune and up to date.  

A donation of Rand 100 

(plus) for the calendar is 

welcome. Please send 

email with order to: 

finance@thabang.org or 

fundraising@thabang.org 

mailto:finance@thabang.org
mailto:fundraising@thabang.org


AGM 2011 of Thabang Children’s Home Trust 
During this year’s Annual General Meeting on 22 September it 

appeared that procuring funds for the work at Thabang remains a daily 

battle. The centre was started with the aim that the organisation would 

become financially independent once it was up and running. The 

international donors are now focussing on projects elsewhere.   

Entering its seventh year, Thabang has grown. It is the only place of 

safety in the Thabazimbi area and both homes are filled to capacity. 

The boys’ centre even has a waiting list.  

The need is such that the boys’ section does not take in offenders 

referred by the court (diversion programme) any more, but only 

children in need of care. The newly appointed social worker has 

succeeded in implementing a family re-unification system which has 

resulted in more children being able to leave the centre and joining 

their families again. Their places at the centre are, however, quickly 

filled again by other children in need. 

For those children who have no family or community to go to and turn 

18 at Thabang a Youth Integration Programme will be put in place. This 

programme enables Thabang school leavers to work in a protected 

environment first before releasing them to the outside job market.  

Much progress was made at Smash Block where support is given to 

households infected with AIDS and child headed households. Orphaned 

and vulnerable children are monitored and after school care provided. 

As Chairperson Gerrie Raubenheimer pointed out at the AGM, the work 

is cut out for the Dept of Social Development, but it is overloaded and 

organizations such as Thabang, along with other charities, have a vital 

role to play. 

(Text & photos: Hennie Pauw) 

 

Marimbas perform @ Frikkie Meyer 

Please donate  

The THABANG Children’s Project heavily depends on donations to be able to provide for all the programmes 

– be they educational, creational, recreational, spiritual – for the children.  

Bank: ABSA Bank Thabazimbi; Acc. Name: Thabang Children’s Home Trust 

Acc.No.: 4060 811 380; Branch Code: 334 346 

Donations to the Thabang Children’s Project are tax deductible 

Above: THABANG Trustees F. Podile (l) and 
G. Raubenheimer (r) with Dr. H. Braack  

Below: THABANG ‘s Bokidi E. Kekana & 
Viveka Ansorge  with Peter Motlhabane 
(Thabazimbi Municipality) 

Above: THABANG’s Tessa White (l) and Carel 
Olivier who donated the solar oven.  

Below: THABANG ‘s Norah Ngobeni (r) with 
Happy Nhlangweni of Marakele National Park 

The THABANG Marimba Band gave a startling 10-minute-concert at 
the cultural evening of the Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer in Thabazimbi. 
Their invigorating sound connected with an enthusiastic audience.  

The THABANG Marimbas can be booked for functions. Please contact 
014 772 12 68 for a quote or email fundraising@thabang.org 


