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New hope for 

little Dipuo 
By Tessa White 

The story of now five year old Dipuo* is the story 
of caring members of the Thabazimbi community 
and thus it is one of THABANG’s success stories. 

She arrived being a three months old baby of 

about three kilograms. Her twin and mother had 

passed away during birth. She was left alone with 

the hospital staff to care for her until she was big 

enough to come to the THABANG Place of Safety. As 

she developed and became a little girl, so she 

grew in the hearts of the staff at THABANG. 

  

While growing the baby started struggling with 

her breathing; she was then diagnosed with 

asthma. The medication from the state hospital 

enabled her to live a fairly normal baby life except 

for the fact that the cortisone tablets she had to 

take stunted her growth and made her put on 

weight. She grew up to be a cute pre-school kid, 

but had one handicap which she carried from birth 

– one very squint eye. So THABANG connected with 

Dr. van der Merwe, the ophthalmic surgeon who 

comes once a month to MediClinic Thabazimbi 

Hospital. He checked her handicap over some 

months and then suggested an operation to 

correct the eye muscles. With his free services, 

the local doctor’s support to anesthetize and the 

support from MediClinic Thabazimbi Hospital staff 

we were ready to get her eye operated on. 

However, three days before her big day, the 

premedical check-up showed that she would not 

be suitable for anaesthetic – her asthma was too 

bad. With financial aid from a Support Group in 

Germany, Dipuo could receive expensive but 

much more effective treatment for her asthma.  

This treatment carried no side effects for the 

child. Dipuo started to flourish and catch up with 

her growth.  After a couple of years she was 

strong enough to go off the asthma medication.  

Again THABANG connected with all the relevant 

parties to try and get the eye operation 

happening! Now was the appropriate time – Dipuo 

was five years old and soon ready for school – a 

squint as she had, would be a burden for her. On 

top of this, a special woman came into Dipuo’s 

little life – she wanted to adopt the girl and give 

her a home!  

Again, connections were made with the relevant 

parties to get them on board to enable the 

expensive operation to be done. This time it was a 

huge success. All the parties that had been 

prepared to support a few years ago, were willing 

to come forward and try once again. THABANG’s 

thanks go out to Dr. van der Merwe, Dr. Maré of 

the Du Plessis practice, to Charlene van der Walt 

who organised MediClinic’s support and to Ancien 

du Toit and her team from MediClinic Hospital.  

Thanks to everybody’s input, the tiny little orphan 

girl now left as a happy, normal five year old, with 

a new mom and new hope! 

*The name has been changed. The Child Care Act 

protects the privacy of the children  
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Remedial Teaching at THABANG 
Remedial teaching is part of everyday life at THABANG now. The two 

teachers – Fredrick Mzhamba and William Mpela (picture right) – give 

valuable in-put 

to the school 

children every 

afternoon during the school term. The effects of 

the programme can already be seen in 

improvements in maths and languages as 

reflected on the school reports of some of the 

children. 

The remedial teaching programme is made 

possible by the generous donation of Daniel 

Jaeggi of Mercuria Energy Group.  

 

 

“Childline” Co-operates with THABANG 
A social worker from “Childline”, now regularly offers counseling to THABANG’s 

children. “Childline” has opened an office in Regorogile at the beginning of this 

year. The five care workers’ main focus there is on field work in the community. 

This is an invaluable amendment to THABANG’s services.  

Childline promotes a culture of respect for all children’s rights by offering 

preventative, promotional, supportive and intervention services.  

 

Julius, Childline co-ordinator in Thabazimbi 

 

New School Uniforms for OVCs in Smash Block 

 

THABANG Community Care Centre Manager Xolile 

Glory Vilakazi together with the children proudly 

donning their new school uniforms. 

The kids (OVC – orphaned and vulnerable 

children) come to THABANG’s drop-in centre after 

school every day. Here they receive a meal, do 

their home-work and are engaged in cultural and 

sportive activities. 

 

 

Outing to the White Lions 

 

Many thanks to Mike and Crissie Hodge of 

Thabazimbi’s Predator Park for giving 

THABANG’s kids and care workers a wonderful 

day out during the school holidays. The park 

even has albino tigers, which are indigenous 

to Asia, not to Africa.  
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Mandela Day 2013 

   

On this year’s Mandela Day it was THABANG’s turn to give too. Management decided to visit one of the 

crèches in Smash Block and celebrate Madiba’s legacy with the children there. The kids received 

drawing material and toys – for some it was their first ever doll or teddy bear which they refused to let 

go again. It was an enriching experience for both the THABANG staff and THABANG’s children who came 

along. 

Of course companies and individuals also identify the THABANG Children’s Project to do their 67 “Mandela 

minutes” on the 18th of July. In this year Eskom employees from Thabazimbi came to paint the Youth 

Centre kitchen (photos below), the Smash Block CCC was visited by people from AngloPlatinum and at 

CPoS the Northam Magistrate and colleagues spent some time with the children treating them to lunch.  

   

Recycling Project in Smash Block officially started 

    

The Smash Block Recycling Site of the Cronimet Mining AG was officially opened in July. This project is 

co-funded by DEG Bank and the German government. The site has been developed and is run in 

association with the THABANG Children’s Project and thus incorporates THABANG’s “Phakamisa” recycling 

project. Photo left: Tanja Herrmann of Cronimet distributes the uniforms for the Recyclers, including t-

shirts, boots, gloves and breathing masks. 

The opening event was connected with a voluntary gathering of refuse. Ward councillor Stephen 

Lerumo, Thabazimbi’s Mayor, Patricia Mosito (in orange overall), and national MP for Lephalale, Ms 

Refilwe Mashigo, (in blue t-shirt) took part in the action.   
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Home to many 

AGM of THABANG Children’s Home Trust / Report by Hennie Pauw

Predictions that little Jimmy* was going to be a 

trouble maker at THABANG, turned out to be wrong. 

All Jimmy seems to be focussed on is playing. In 

all of his five years he hasn’t done much of that. 

At the recently held Annual General Meeting of 

THABANG Children’s Home Trust the story of Jimmy 

hit home.  

 

General Manager Alson Ngoveni during his speech and 

Gerrie Raubenheimer, Chairperson of the Trust Board 

THABANG has given Jimmy, and many others like 

him, the chance to be normal and happy, to grow 

up in a safe environment where he is fed and 

schooled, looked after and cared for. 

In accordance with the Child Care Act Individual 

Development Plans were developed for the 36 

children in the care of THABANG during the past 

financial year. Social worker, Norah Reichel, has 

also been very successful in reuniting some of the 

children with their families as part of THABANG’s 

Reconstruction Programme. 

A remedial teaching programme was embarked 

upon. The focus is on the work done in school 

every day. Most of the THABANG children, due to 

their backgrounds, are one or two years behind in 

their scholastic development. As a result of the 

remedial work, the children seem more positive 

about school work in general. 

THABANG has been approached by the Limpopo 

Department of Health to roll out the ‘People Living 

with HIV’-programme in the whole Waterberg. 

This was no small task, given the size of the area.  

With funds provided by the department, a team 

had to be appointed and trained to run the 

programme in clinics as far as Lephalale and 

Mokopane.  

In Smash Block much was done to look after 

children whose lives are affected by HIV, other 

diseases and poverty. Amongst many other 

activities, Home Based Carers visit 177 

households, three of which are child headed 

households. Meals and help with homework are 

provided on school days at the Drop-In-Centre. 

 

Newly appointed General Manager Alson Ngoveni, 

has laboured tirelessly to lead THABANG to bigger 

independence, to ensure good governance and to 

create a strategic plan for THABANG. In his own 

words, this gave him the chance to “chant a new 

direction with the organisation”. 

*Pseudonym/Fictional name 

 

 

Some of THABANG’s employees whose relentless work 
contributed to the success of the project

Please donate  

The THABANG Children’s Project heavily depends on donations to be 

able to provide for all the programmes – be they educational, 

therapeutic, creational, recreational, spiritual – for the children.  

Bank: ABSA Bank Thabazimbi;  

Acc. Name: Thabang Children’s Home Trust 

Acc.No.: 4060 811 380; Branch Code: 334 346 

Donations to the THABANG Children’s Home Trust are tax deductible 
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