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“Paint Man” was here 

   
 

Long queues are seen at the THABANG 

Community Care Centre during the Easter 

holidays. THABANG invited the children of 

Smash Block 

settlement to the 

“Malort”* – the 

place of painting. 

270 kids came to 

the THABANG 

centre. Sebastian 

Ansorge, who 

had introduced this programme in 2011, 

returned for a fortnight’s volunteering. The 

“Malort” concept gives children, youths as 

well as grown-ups an opportunity to creative 

self-reflection. Sebastian says it has 

“therapeutic effects without being a 

therapy”. In his report Sebastian wrote: 

“The (THABANG) staff members have 

supported and assisted the procedure of 

these courses very adequately, so the work 

was done in a good manner. They seemed 

to have understood the special concept, 

namely that the participants, here the 

children, are treated respectfully, 

uninfluenced in their expression in order to 

promote each of his or her personality.” 
*Malort: German for “Place of Painting” 

 

Visiting Thaba Tholo 

   

In March the THABANG kids had the opportunity to visit the game farm Thaba Tholo. They were 

welcomed by manager Ruben Els and learnt valuable facts about nature conservation.   



THABANG Manages Waterberg PLHIV Programme  
The Limpopo Department of Health has 

identified the THABANG Children’s Project to 

facilitate their programme for newly 

diagnosed people with HIV in the Waterberg 

region. Under the auspices of THABANG one 

programme manager, three co-ordinators 

and ten support group facilitators are now 

implementing this programme which 

includes regular visits to all the clinics in 

three sub-districts: Thabazimbi/Lephalale, 

Bela Bela/ Modimolle and Mokopane/ 

Mogokong. 

The aim of the programme is to capture all newly 

diagnosed people with HIV and provide them with 

integrated access to health care treatment. This 

includes nutrition, medication and support.  

In six sessions the clients receive information how 

to manage themselves. The facilitators will initiate 

new support groups where there are none, and 

they will monitor the existing support groups. In 

these groups the clients can talk about 

themselves and they receive counselling. The aim 

of the health department is amongst others to 

reduce the high rate of hospitalisation by regular 

health talks. And by monitoring the clients’ 

medical treatment the current high rate of 

defaulters can be reduced. 

 

Transport is major challenge  

The vast area described above is a major 

challenge for the 14 PLHIV staff. Some clinics are 

in farming areas which are difficult to access 

because there is no public transport. As the 

programme is not provided with vehicles the staff 

rely fully on public transport or lifts.  

The PLHIV (People Living with HIV) programme in 

a rural area like the Waterberg needs a robust 

high suspension car to manage the rough dirt 

road conditions. A 7-seater TOYOTA Avanza would 

be ideal for this purpose.  

As THABANG’s vehicle capacity is limited and fully 

absorbed by the project’s own day to day duties 

this is an opportunity for a sponsor to step in. 

   

Positive Living Campaign 2012 
On the eve of World Aids Day 2012 THABANG Children’s Project together with Chromite Clinic in Smash 

Block embarked on a “Positive Living Campaign” reaching out to the 20.000 dwellers of the informal 

settlement. People were encouraged to get tested and know their status, and to live positively. 

102 people got themselves tested and counselled. Two mobile clinics drove through Smash Block, one 

of them being THABANG’s Toyota Quantum bus, which was converted to a clinic for that day. The National 

Lottery Fund was the event’s main sponsor including catering and a musical programme.  

Days before the event THABANG’s Home Based Care workers had walked from door to door to inform 

Smash Block dwellers about the importance of being tested and Positive Living. 

Please donate  
The THABANG Children’s Project heavily depends on donations to be 

able to provide for all the programmes – be they educational, 

therapeutic, creational, recreational, spiritual – for the children.  

Bank: ABSA Bank Thabazimbi;  

Acc. Name: Thabang Children’s Home Trust 

Acc.No.: 4060 811 380; Branch Code: 334 346 

Donations to the THABANG Children’s Home Trust are tax deductible 
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