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Mission Statement 

THABANG as a privately funded non-
governmental organisation aims to support 
children and their guardians affected by 
HIV/AIDS or poverty. THABANG’s work is 
based upon the equality of all human 
beings independent of colour of skin, creed, 
gender and age, cultural and social 
background. All of the support provided by 
THABANG requires the participation of the 
ones being supported. Empowerment and 
upliftment of self-esteem and self-
sufficiency is of first priority 

THABANG Children’s Project 

A project run by 
THABANG Children’s Home Trust 
South African Non Profit Organisation 
NPO Registration No: 041-897-NPO 
 
Postal address: 

PO Box 971  
Thabazimbi 
0380 
Limpopo/RSA 
Tel: ++27 (0) 14 772 12 68  
Fax: ++27 (0) 86 6672 992 
e-mail: info@thabang.org 
Website: www.thabang.org 
 
Physical address: 

Farm Roodedam – KQ 368, R510 
Thabazimbi 
0380 
Limpopo Province 
Republic of South Africa 
 
Bank details: 

Acc. name:  THABANG Children’s Home Trust 
Keyword:  “THABANG” 
Acc.No: 4060 811 380 
SWIFT:  ABSA ZAJJCPB 
ABSA Bank, Thabazimbi, Code: 334-346 

Registration by the Provincial Government 
THABANG’s two Child and Youth Care Centres (Places 
of Safety) are registered by the Provincial Government 
of Limpopo in terms of Section 30 of the Child Care Act 
(Reg.Nos. HW/1/10/2/2/2-120 and HW/1/10/2/2/2-121). 

 

mailto:info@thabang.org
http://www.thabang.org/
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INTRO 
 
 
“We have long declared that the struggle 
for a better life can be won, but only if we 
work together in partnership between the 
government, civil society movements, 
NGO’s, business, churches, traditional 
leaders and all members of the society. 
But it is important to indicate that we are 
always motivated when we view the 
societal development through the 
initiatives like THABANG Children’s 
Project and other similar projects”, Mrs 
Mathale, Limpopo First Lady in May 2010 
at the THABANG Open Day. 
 
THABANG has been in operation for 
almost seven years now. Its aim has 
always been the caring of children who 
have been left destitute. THABANG is a 
registered Non-Profit Organization, which 
was started by German business-man 
Egon Mauss in collaboration with the 
South African couple Tessa and Cecil 
White. He had a vision that after his initial 
financial input, the mines and businesses 
in the vicinity will take over the 
responsibility of the neglected and 
abandoned children of the area. However, 
during the past year the financial support 
from industries and mines etc, for the 
Child and Youth Care centres and the 
community work in Smash Block, has 
definitely decreased. 
During the past year THABANG was 
home to an average of 34 children and in 
Smash Block 62 OVC’s (Orphaned and 
Vulnerable Children) were supervised by 
THABANG care workers. 
 
Soon after THABANG became 
operational, it became apparent that 
children could not be cared for in 
isolation. Home remains the best place for 
the child to be and support was needed 
there. This meant, inter alia, proper 
medical care for parents infected with 
HIV/AIDS and other chronic diseases. 

THABANG currently transports approxi-
mately 100 Smash Block patients to the 
Thabazimbi Hospital for medication. Once 
ARV’s are made available at the clinic in 
Smash Block, this responsibility falls 
away. 
 
THABANG also boasts with a new post, 
namely that of social worker. Norah 
Ngobeni joined the THABANG staff during 
the past year. Among her many 
challenges is the successful re-
introduction of the children into their own 
communities, once they leave the centre. 
It is therefore important that a link for 
each of the children with his or her 
respective community is established and 
maintained, for that is where they will 
resettle one day. 
 
But, not only should the child be resettled 
smoothly. It is very important that the 
centre will have aided in the individual 
development of each child. THABANG 
provides counselling and group work for 
the children. For medical and 
psychological problems outside help is 
identified. 
 
Freda Speelman took up the post of 
house mother at the girls’ centre in 
September 2010. Here she has the huge 
job of caring for 20 children, including 
older girls and toddlers of both sexes. She 
is also in charge of 8 care workers. 
Finding and keeping the right people for 
the job of care worker, remains a 
challenge. 
 
Fourteen boys currently reside at the 
Youth Centre. Soccer practices, an 
important past time for the boys, in 
Smash Block were temporarily halted in 
October due to availability of fields in 
Smash Block and lack of funding. 
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Altogether 200 olive trees were planted at 
THABANG’s Youth Centre in an effort to 
launch an incoming generating project. 
Estimates are that within the next two to 
three years olives will be produced which 
will hopefully secure a constant income to 
THABANG. More trees may eventually be 
planted, depending on the project’s initial 
success. Income generation is one of 
THABANG’s biggest challenges and help 
with the development of such projects is 
sorely needed. 
 
The internal restructuring of THABANG 
Children’s Project from a “pioneer” project 
towards a professional organisation has 
progressed considerably during 2010 with 
the help of a consultant. Three additional 
Trustees were appointed. 
 

THABANG has been maintaining a good 
working relationship with the Department 
of Health and Social Development 
throughout 2010. Most of the care 
workers’ salaries (and a certain portion of 
other expenses) are paid by the 
department. THABANG acts, along with 
other NGO’s as a safety net to reach 
children who need to be taken care of. 
 

Thabazimbi, February 2011 
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Three Pillars of the THABANG Project 
 
1 Community Care Centre in Smash Block / Informal Settlement 
 
2 Children’s Place of Safety on Rustenburg Road / the Girls’ House 
 
3 Youth Centre on Brits Road / the Boys’ House 
 

Community Care Centre (CCC) in Smash Block 
Since 2005 the Community Care Centre is the only full time social service based in 
Smash Block offered to the people of this tin shack settlement of estimated 30.000 
inhabitants. 
Whilst the Department of health provide two nurses to service in the centre (the only 
health care in this settlement), THABANG provides Home-Based Care, the Support 
Group, HIV/Aids-Counselling and the Drop-In-Centre, that closely co-operates with 
Chromite Primary, the only school at Smash Block. 
Salaries and some other expenses for the centre are paid by the Limpopo 
Department of Health and European Union (EU). Other private donors helped with 
musical instruments for the children, a deep freezer and sport equipment. 
 
 
 

Home Based Care (HBC) and Food Distribution 
 

 
 

 12 Home Based Care workers and two supervisors 

 Weekly visits to HIV households 

 Medication administration 
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 Food distribution 

 Voluntary help at hospital during strike 

 Monitoring of 62 OVC’s (Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Drop-in-Centre (DIC) 
 

 25 of 62 OVC’s attend DIC on weekdays  

 Provide lunch and help with homework  

 Extramural activities: sport, dancing, Bible classes 
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ARV’s 

 
Approximately 100 patients are transported to Thabazimbi Hospital on a monthly 
basis to get Antiretroviral (ARV) medication. 
 

Bambanani Support Group 
 

 
 

 People living with HIV/AIDS meet once a week 

 Discuss challenges and new topics related to the disease 

 Weekly meal 

 Annual Candle Light Ceremony 
 
 

Vegetable Garden 
 

 Small vegetable beds available to all interested persons, including the sick 

 Water, equipment and fertilizer and seeds provided by THABANG 

 Garden work done by individuals themselves 
 

 
 
Modise helps in the vegetable garden 
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Income generating projects… 
 

 …give the opportunity for the needy to do small jobs. In return they receive 
food parcels 

 The Phakamisa project (phakamisa: to pick up) involves the collection of 
bottles and cans which are then sold to the recycling plant in Northam. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Children’s Place of Safety and Youth Centre 
 
Background 
The two centres were established in 2005 to accommodate children in need of care. 
One, known as the Youth Centre, is for school going boys, situated about 15km out 
of Thabazimbi on the Brits road 
 
The other, also known as Children’s Place of Safety or CPoS, is for babies, toddlers 
and older girls, situated approximately 22 km south of Thabazimbi on the Rustenburg 
Road. 
THABANG’s centres, the only in the whole of the Thabazimbi district, make provision 
for children who have been removed from their homes by the court for reasons of 
neglect, abuse, adoption purposes, or circumstances beyond the parents’ control, 
such as illnesses or poverty. The Youth Centre also houses boys under 18 who have 
been referred by the courts for lesser offences. 

 
Objectives of both child caring centres 
As registered Child and Youth Care Centres the operation of both houses is based 
on the guidelines of the Department of Social Development of South Africa.  
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Physical Care and Support  
 

 Accommodation, meals, medical care and school transport provided 

 27 children’s eyes were tested during Eye Care Week – sponsored service 

 Dentist from Johannesburg screened teeth and did corrective procedures – 
sponsored service 

 Group of local doctors do free consultations for THABANG 
 

 
 

Educational Opportunities 
 
Most of the children from both centres attend the rural Istores Primary School 
situated between the two centres. A few learners attend the Mabogopedi Secondary 
School in Thabazimbi. 
 
The youngsters at CPoS are stimulated to develop their gross and fine motor skills 
and hand-eye co-ordination through several exercises in the preschool that is run by 
new THABANG housemother Freda Speelman. 
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She is a trained primary school teacher with years of experience with pre-schoolers.  
 

 
 
Local and foreign volunteers help out at THABANG from time to time. During the past 
year the volunteers have assisted with homework and computer literacy. 
 



© Thabang Children’s Project 11 

 
 
Educational excursions were undertaken to 

 Hartebeespoort Snake & Animal Park 

 Marakele National Park (annual outing) 

 Marakele Predator Park on Christmas Day 
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Recreational Opportunities 
 

  
 

 THABANG Tigers participated in soccer 
league 

 Netball court completed in October 
2010, good exercise for girls 

 Sponsorships helped with preparation of fields and travelling for games 

 Marimba Band practises regularly and performs at THABANG and outside 
events  

 Traditional dances and singing, performed on occasion 

 Sponsored excursion to Aventura Resort, Bela-Bela 

 Braais on special occasions and birthdays 

 Christmas presents and treats sponsored by locals  
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Therapeutic opportunities 
and 
Reunification with Family 
 

 
 

 Social worker, Norah Ngobeni, appointed in new post 

 Addresses emotional needs of children 

 Develops family re-unification service and family reconstruction programme 

 Maintains ties with home community of children 

 Provides counselling and group work 

 Provides individual development plans for each child 
 
 

Development of Life Skills 
 

 Learn skills of running a house, e.g. cleaning rooms and clothes 

 Vegetable garden at Youth Centre (watering and weeding) 

 Chicken Layer Project at Youth Centre (feed chickens and collect eggs) 

 Budgeting skills taught 
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General 
 

Contact with the Community 
 

 THABANG Open Day 2010, children performed 

 First Lady of Limpopo, Ms Mokgadi Mathale’s birthday party in Smash Block 
was attended 

 Baby Photo Competition, attended finals at Thabazimbi Agricultural Show 

 Thabazimbi Expo, entrance sponsored 

 67 Minutes of Community Service: outing to Thaba Park 

 Attend church services on Sundays 
 

 
 
The THABANG kids posing with Thabazimbi’s KFC staff who treated them to a free 
meal on Madiba’s birthday. 
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Children’s dance performance at the Open Day in May 2010 

 
ACC (Advisory Community Committee) 
 
Representatives from following spheres serve on the ACC: 

 local banks 

 schools 

 Dept. of Social Development 

 Individuals 

 Churches 

 SAPS  
 

The aim is keep contact with all spheres of the community in order for good 
communication to exist between the centre and the community it operates in.  
The committee meets four times a year.  
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AGM 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held on 30 June 2010. A financial report was given 
by trustee treasurer Carel Jordaan and concern was expressed regarding the decline 
in sponsorship. Two additional trustees were elected. They are Francinah Podile, 
Principal of Istores Primary School and Patrick Morutlwa, production manager of 
Dishaba Mine. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff and Training 
 
Altogether 41 people are currently employed at THABANG, of which six are 
employed at the Youth Centre, 14 at CPoS and 18 at Smash Block.  
THABANG has three full-time employees at its main office: the Accountant, the 
HR/Admin Manager and the Social Worker. 
The care givers are the people responsible for addressing the needs of children, 
through the leadership of management. 
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CPoS staff with German volunteer 
 
In the rural area of Thabazimbi one of the biggest challenges is selecting the right 
people for the job of care giver and home based carer, and keeping them on the 
staff. The training sometimes puts them in a position to find other employment which 
they would otherwise not have qualified for.  
A new house mother, Freda Speelman, was appointed in October 2010 at the babies’ 
and girls’ side. 
 
Five THABANG care givers completed the Better Best course in April 2010 last year. 
Better Best provided a course for training Child and Youth Carers. Thabang carers 
also attended a First Aid Course provided in November 2010 by Educare and 
Ancillary Health Care courses presented by the Department of Health. 
 

 
Youth Centre staff 
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Monitoring and Assessment 
 
The Department of Social Development performs annual inspections at THABANG’s 
centres. Every year, so far, THABANG has received positive feedback and a clean 
bill.  
 
Annual Report on activities and financials (Audited Financial Statement) are 
approved by the Thabang Board of Trustees.  

 

 
Some of the Trustees (from left): C. Jordaan, F. Podile, P. Morutlwa,  
G. Raubenheimer, P. Trollope 
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Structures 
THABANG Children’s Project is a project of the THABANG Children’s Home Trust 
 
Board of Trustees 
 
Chairman  - Gerhard Raubenheimer 
Deputy Chairman - Derek Torlage 
Treasurer  - Carel Jordaan 
Secretary  - Pam Trollope 
Additional members - Francina Podile 

- Patrick Morutlwa 
- Egon Mauss (elected in February 2011) 

 
Management Committee 
 
Tessa White  
Cecil White 
Bokidi E Kekana 
Viveka Ansorge, consultant 
 

appoints 

Management committee 

Thabang Children’s 

Project 

Team Meetings  

Thabang Children’s 

Project 

THABANG 

Community Care Centre 

Tessa White 

THABANG 

Children’s Place of Safety 

Freda Speelman 

THABANG 

Youth Centre 

Cecil White 

Board of Trustees 

Community  Advisory 

Committee 

Thabang Children’s Home Trust 

accountable 

appoints 
advises 
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Donors   
The following list presents our major donors/funders (companies). This does not 
cover everybody, and we are truly grateful to all who have helped and supported 
THABANG Children’s Project.  
 

 ABSA Foundation 

 AB Labour Services, Thabazimbi 

 Afripalm Boitsoso Trust 

 American Metals & Coal International (AMCI) USA 

 Die Seepwinkel, Thabazimbi 

 Dr De Kock & Partners – Medical Services 

 Clinton Global Initiative, an initiative of the William J. Clinton Foundation USA 

 Christian Sports International USA 

 Ferrodrill 

 Initiative fuer suedafrikanische Kinder e.V. Germany 

 International Belting & Marketing (Pty) Ltd. 

 Jordaan, Prinsloo en Davel – Rekenmeesters en ouditeure 

 Limpopo Provincial Department of Health and Social Development in 
partnership with the European Union, divisions: 

o Department of Social Development 
o Department of Health 
o Department of Health in partnership with the European Union 

 Limpopo First Lady Charity Trust Fund 

 National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund 

 NG Kerk Thabazimbi & Ring van NG Kerk Northam 

 Northam Platinum Ltd – Mine Hostel 

 Radio Pulpit 

 Rhino Andalusite Mine 

 Supermarkets: 
o Die Lantern Kafee 
o Pick & Pay 
o Thaba Supermark (Pty) Ltd T/A Thaba Superspar 

 Thabang Foundation, Liechtenstein 

 Thabazimbi Plaag- en Onkruidbeheer 

 Trollope Mining Services (Pty) Ltd 

 Wes Enterprises (Pty) Ltd, Thabazimbi 

 Wildsprings Farms (Pty) Ltd 

 
Businesses, churches, individuals of the Thabazimbi and Northam communities 
And many others!!! 


